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2019/2020 LACTATION STARTS NOW!
A dairy cow can be thought of as a biological sponge, which over the 
course of a 12-month interval, accumulates body reserves in the form 
of protein, fat and minerals to provide essential components for milk 
production throughout her lactation.

About now, late autumn, it is fair 
to say that the majority of spring 
calving cows are in their most 
depleted state. Using the biological 
sponge analogy – they’re ‘wrung 
out’.

While Body Condition Score (BCS) is 
a very obvious indicator of depleted 
reserves in the herd, mineral status 
is not so obvious. 

As we increase per cow production, 
we need to pay more attention to 
monitoring and providing trace 
nutrients that become depleted. 
Blood testing local herds during 
autumn has revealed some 
interesting results.  

Phosphate, once considered to be 
a non-issue in the NZ situation, is 
one of those depleted nutrients 
emerging as a potential problem. 

We recommend discussing blood 
testing for potential deficiencies 
with us. By identifying problems 
early and supplying depleted 
nutrients prior to next lactation, 
the cow has optimal reserves to 
perform.
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SPRING CALVING COWS 
ARE... ESSENTIALLY 

‘WRUNG OUT’.

See in-store for details

*See in-store for details

WHAT’S  
HAPPENING 
ON FARM THIS 
MONTH?
• Milk Quality & RVM Consult

• Lepto vaccinations

• Body condition scoring

• Spore count monitoring

• Copper supplementation  
in R1s leaving
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Purchase your drench 
and Copper together 

and receive a 10% 
discount on your 

Copper!*

MVS Farm Technicians are taking bookings now for assistance with dry off and heifer teatseal. 
Spaces are filling fast so give us call to reserve your spot.
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  GROWTH RAINFALL SOIL TEMP APC BMSCC

   March 2019 33kg DM/day 22mm 21°C 2112kg DM 147,000

   March 2018 32kg DM/day 32mm 21°C 2111kg DM 148,000

MATAMATA FARM STATISTICS

 GRANT FRASER

GETTING THE MOST OUT OF YOUR 
YOUNG STOCK
It is getting to that time of year when we send our calves out for grazing 
and the heifers return home.

For these two lots of animals it is important to ensure the transition to 
their new environments is as seamless as possible, as well as ensuring their 
performance off-farm is maximised.

CHECKLIST FOR CALVES
•  Trace elements – Copper, B12 + Selenium. Both injections and boluses 

available, but bolus will give sustained results for longer.  

• Drench – Combination pour-on/injection. We recommend a product with 
Levamisole and a M.L in it to deal with both Ostertagia and Cooperia worms. 
Eclipse E® injection is currently the best and safest option on the market.

• Vaccines – Lepto and BVD. All calves should have had a Lepto booster in 
the months before leaving for grazing and for best biosecurity we strongly 
recommend BVD vaccination for all animals leaving farm.

CHECKLIST FOR HEIFERS
• Trace elements – Copper, B12 and Selenium. Injections are a good option for 

a top up at this time.

• Drench – Combination pour-on/injection. Serves as both a quarantine 
drench and to remove encysted larvae. A combination product is preferred to 
best deal with any resistant parasites they have picked up at grazing. Eclipse 
E® would again be the number one choice, as it contains Eprinomectin which 
does a far better job clearing encysted larvae than Abamectin.    

• Vaccine – Lepto.  Heifers should have their annual Lepto booster around 
this time. 

 CHRISTOPHER BOZZO 

THE RESULTS  
ARE IN...
Pregnancy scanning for 
the season is coming to an 
end, average trends for our 
clients can be revealed.

• Average 6 week in-calf-rate: 
69% (target 78%)

• Average not-in-calf rate: 
14% (down by 4% from last 
season) 

• Average mating length 70 
days (with more farmers 
switching to AB only)

It is important to remember 
that a high 6-week in-calf 
rate is the most critical target 
to meet. Whilst we all want 
to have few not-in-calf cows 
having a high 6-week in calf 
rate is vital. Early calving 
cows set you up for the next 
season. These cows have a 
better chance of getting in 
calf early and give you more 
days in milk.

Repro Ready Consults will 
roll out in June, which are 
a great time to reflect on all 
your stats.

Pregnancy Rate

How did your 6-week ICR look this season? 

Have you got a checklist for the young stock? Check out our recommendations below.


